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Love Bites!— November’s Trend of the Month
Bizarre teen trends have
been horrifying parents for
generations, but health
officials are warning that a
vampire-inspired biting fad
could be dangerous, not to
mention disgusting.
Teenagers obsessed with the
“Twilight” vampire saga, or
those simply fascinated

with fangs, reportedly
have been biting each other
-- hard – and then licking or
sucking the blood.
“These are kids who think
they are real vampires,” said
Dr. Orly Avitzur, the medical advisor to Consumers
Union, the agency that publishes Consumer Reports
magazine.
Avitzur said conversations
with teens and sessions
spent trolling vampirerelated teen Web sites convinced her that the trend
was taking hold. Indeed,
groups like “I drink blood,”

a category at
www.experienceproject.co
m, and “I want to be a vampire” at the site
www.43things.com are
filled with apparent posts
from young people with a
yearning for blood.
“Having that thick, warm
copper-tasting blood in my
mouth is the best thing I can
think of!” wrote a teenager
identified as “GothicGirl10”
this year. “Sometimes my boyfriend lets me feed off him. I
let him feed off me as well.”
Such talk alarms medical
experts, who warn about
the dangers of blood-borne
diseases such as hepatitis and
HIV, as well as the risk of
nasty infections. Typically,
10 to 15 percent of human
bites wounds become infected.
“If you break the skin, your
mouth is pretty dirty,” said
Dr. Thomas Abshire, a pediatric blood and cancer specialist and spokesman for the
American Academy of Pediatrics. “The human mouth flora
is dirtier than a dog or
cat’s.”
Equally worrisome is the
motive behind the acts, the
idea of branding or owning

another person, the experts
said.
“If you think about it, there is
such glamorization in those
teen vampire movies, they make
it seem so sexy and appealing
and intriguing,” Avitzur said.
“It’s all mixed up with passion.”
But at least one teen who likes
to bite says adults have got it
all wrong. Michael Kaplor, 16,
of Dallas, says he was biting his
girlfriend intermittently for
more than a year because the
intimacy of it, not for any
gothic obsession.
“It’s really gotten a bad rap
because of this whole vampire
thing,” said Kaplor.
In reality, he said, a lot of teens
bite – and leave marks – for the
thrill of it.
“You feel it for a considerable
amount of time afterwards,” he
said. “It’s the way you receive
happiness.”
Some people do draw blood, but
that’s where Kaplor draws the
line.
“Kids don’t understand how
dangerous blood is,” the highschooler said, “especially if it’s
not your own blood.”

interviewing for a job,
proper etiquette, proper
social interaction and
much more. Officer Erskine created this program
as a need to address the
issues kids face today due
to the lack of mentorship.
Stay tuned for additional
information. If you have
any questions you can contact Officer Erskine from

 C.H.O.I.C.E.S Club
 Cyber Bullying

Quote of the month:
Live up to the best that is
in you: Live noble lives,
as you all may, in whatever condition you may
find yourselves.
Henry W. Longfellow

Contact Information:

C.H.O.I.C.E.S Club at the ACSSS
This month, Officer Erskine hopes to have the
C.H.O.I.C.E.S club up and
running at the Special Services School! CHOICES
is an acronym that stands
for Community, Honesty,
Opportunity, Integrity,
Commitment, Etiquette,
Self and teaches teen age
girls and boys how to be
ladies and gentlemen. It
teaches them life skills like

 Trend of the month

the information at the
right.
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Anonymity: As bad as
the "bully" on the playground
may be, he or she can be
readily identified and potentially avoided. On the other hand,
the child who cyber bullies is
often anonymous. The victim
is left wondering who the
cyber "bully" is, which can
cause a great deal of stress.



Accessibility:
Most
children who use traditional
ways of bullying terrorize their
victim at school, on the bus, or

walking to or from school. Although bullying can happen
elsewhere in the community,
there is usually a standard
period of time during which
these children have access to
their victims. Children who
cyber bully can wreak havoc
any time of the day or night.

cyber world can reach into the
millions.
Disinhibition: The anonymity
afforded by the Internet can lead
children to engage in behaviors
that they might not do face-toface. Ironically, it is their very
anonymity that allows some individuals to bully at all.



Punitive Fears: Victims
of cyber bullying often do not
report it because of: (1) fear of
retribution from their tormentors, and (2) fear that their
computer or phone privileges
will be taken away. Often,
adults' responses to cyber
bullying are to remove the
technology from a victim which in their eyes can be
seen as punishment.

Quote of the month:
Live up to the best that is
in you: Live noble lives,
as you all may, in whatever condition you may
find yourselves.
Henry W. Longfellow



Bystanders: Most traditional bullying episodes occur
in the presence of other people
who assume the role of bystanders or witnesses. The
phenomenon of being a bystander in the cyber world is
different in that they may receive and forward emails, view
web pages, forward images
sent to cell phones, etc. The
number of bystanders in the

Contact Information:

What are the Warning Signs of Cyber Bullying?
The warning signs of
cyber bullying are similar
to those for traditional
bullying in terms of emotional effects; however,
there are some differences. For example, a
bruise or torn clothing is
not expected as a sign
that a child is being cyber
bullied, but it is also important to keep in mind
that some children who
are cyber bullied may also
be experiencing traditional
bullying at school.

 C.H.O.I.C.E.S Club
 Cyber Bullying

Cyber Bullying…. What is it?
Cyber bullying is bullying
through email, instant
messaging (IMing), chat
room exchanges, Web
site posts, or digital messages or images send to a
cellular phone or personal
digital assistant (PDA)
(Kowalski et al. 2008).
Cyber bullying, like traditional bullying, involves an
imbalance of power, aggression, and a negative
action that is often repeated.
Cyber bullying has some
rather unique characteristics that are different from
traditional bullying:
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A child may be experiencing cyber bullying if he or
she:



appears sad, moody, or
anxious




avoids school

withdraws from or shows
a lack of interest in social activities



experiences a drop in
grades or decline in academic
performance



appears upset after using
the computer or being online
appears upset after viewing a
text message on a cell phone
If a child shows any of these
warning signs, it is important to
talk with the child and investigate his or her online presence
to determine whether cyber
bullying is occurring and to
offer help when needed
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Cyber Bullying…. What’s the Law?
September 1, 2011; P.L.2010,
CHAPTER 122; “Anti-Bullying
Bill of Rights Act.”
"Harassment, intimidation or
bullying" means any gesture,
any written, verbal or physical
act, or any electronic communication, whether it be a single
incident or a series of incidents …that takes place on
school property, at any schoolsponsored function [or] on a
school bus, or off school
grounds that substantially
disrupts or interferes with the
orderly operation of the school
or the rights of other students,
http://
www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/
Bills/AL10/122_.PDF

If anyone has any input, questions or anything they would
like to discuss in any of the
news letters, email me at aerskine@acsssd.net I am looking at possibly posting an
anonymous question and answer section. Who knows,

 Cyber Bullying

Quote of the Month
Live up to the best that is
in you: Live noble lives,
as you all may, in whatever condition you may
find yourselves.
Henry W. Longfellow
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Next Month….
.

 C.H.O.I.C.E.S Club

Bills/A4000/3803_R1.PDF

S.B. 993, 2007: New Jersey
Statutes §18A:37-14; Nothing
said about the punishment
other than it’s up to the School
District and the "electronic
Communication" is added to
the policy of Harassment in
Schools. Examples could
range from expulsion to detention; http://
www.njleg.state.nj.us/2006/
Bills/PL07/129_.HTM; http://
www.njleg.state.nj.us/2006/

In December’s News Letter, I
will cover Internet Safety,
Links to know. Holiday safety, Monthly Trend
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many people may have the
same questions!
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